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hollow Tree," to do us the honour of a visit; presuming
with very good reason, that he was a writer of a superior
class.1 I know another, who for thirty years past, hath been
the common standard of stupidity in England, where he was
never heard a minute in any assembly, or by any party with
common Christian treatment; yet upon his arrival hither,
could put on a face of importance and authority, talked more
than six, without either gracefulness, propriety, or meaning ;
and at the same time be admired and followed as the pattern
of eloquence and wisdom.

Nothing hath humbled me so much, or shewn a greater dis-
position to a contemptuous treatment of Ireland in some chief
governors,2 than that high style of several speeches from the
throne, delivered, as usual, after the royal assent, in some
periods of .the two last reigns. Such high exaggerations of
the prodigious condescensions in the prince, to pass those
good laws, would have but an odd sound at Westminster :
Neither do I apprehend how any good law can pass, wherein
the king's interest is not as much concerned as that of the
people I remember after a speech on the like occasion,
delivered by my Lord Wharton, (I think it was his last) he
desired Mr. Addison to ask my opinion of it. My answer
was, "That his Excellency had very honestly forfeited his
head on account of one paragraph, wherein he asserted by
plain consequence, a dispensing power in the Queen " His
Lordship owned it was true, but swore the words were put
into his mouth by direct orders from Court. From whence
it is clear, that some ministers in those times, were apt,
from their high elevation, to look down upon this kingdom

1  LoiJ Gnmston    William Luckyn, first Viscount Gnmston (1683-
1756), was created an Irish peer with the title Baron Dunboynem 1719.
The full title of the play to which Swift refers, is "The Lawyer's For-
tune, or, Love m a Hollow Tree."   It was published in 1705.   Swift
refers to Gnmston in his verses " On Poetry, a Rhapsody."   Pope,
in one of his satires, calls him. " booby lord."   Gnmston withdrew his
play from circulation after the second edition, but it was reprinted m
Rotterdam in 1728 and in London in 1736.   Dr. Johnson told Chester-
field a story which made the Duchess of Marlborough responsible for
this London reprint, which had fox frontispiece the picture of an ass
wearing a coronet.   [T S.]

2  The original edition prints f(ministers" instead of "chief gov-
ernors "    T. S.]